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IPM approach to managing
onion thrips

* Provide effective control of onion thrips
* Slow onset of insecticide resistance

* Reduce potential environmental contamination
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application rate spray program

Cultivar selection

e Cultivars with blue-green leaves tend to have higher thrips
densities, compared to those with yellow-green leaves (Diaz-
Montafio et al 2012)

* Cultivars with higher amounts of epicuticular wax tend to have
higher thrips densities (Damon et al 2014)

Least susceptible to thrips Most susceptible

cv. ‘Avalon’ cv. ‘Delgado’ cv. ‘Bradley’

Nitrogen application at planting

* Onion thrips densities increase with increasing nitrogen
application (Malik et al 2009, Hsu et al 2011)
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(Nault and Shelton 2010, 2012) |
Insecticide program Insecticide program CONT.
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Larval onion thrips densities

Nitrogen application at planting was not a significant effect in any cultivar. Spray
program was the only significant effect.
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Conclusions

* Using an IPM program based on scouting and action threshold is just
as effective as a standard spray program

« Nitrogen can be reduced from 125 Ibs. to 90 Ibs. without negatively
impacting percent marketable bulbs

* This is the first year of data! We will be replicating this trial in 2016
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